IN THE CLAIMS : 

1 . (Currently Amended) A diathermic snare comprising: us e d in combination 
with an endoscop e , th e e ndoscop e including an ins e rting s e ction which is insert e d into a body 
cavity and which has a distal e nd and a proximal e nd, and a cylindrical cap s e ction mount e d 
on th e distal e nd of th e ins e rting section, th e cap section having a distal end, a proximal e nd 
and an e ngagement proj e ction having a b e nding portion that bends inward at th e distal e nd of 
the cap section, 

wherein th e diath e rmic snar e compris e s: 

a loop section which is connected to an operation wire having a distal end and 
a proximal end, which is insertable into an elongated flexible sheath having a distal end and a 
proximal end , and which is allowed to be looped, the loop section being looped while being 
projected from the distal end of the sheath when the operation wire is pushed forward toward 
the distal end of the sheath and being inserted into the sheath when the operation wire is 
pulled toward the proximal end of the sheath ; and . - 4 - : 

an operating wir e insert e d into th e sh e ath so as to mov e forward and backward 
and having a distal end and a proximal e nd; 

a snare wir e coupl e d to th e distal e nd of th e op e rating wir e and having a loop 
s e ction which e xpands like a loop; 

an operating s e ction coupl e d to th e proximal e nd of th e sheath hhd n including a 
guide m e mb e r e xt e nding in an axial dir e ction of th e sh e ath and a slid e r which moves forward 
and backward in th e axial dir e ction of the sheath along th e guid e m e mb e r and whicli is 
coupl e d to th e proximal e nd of th e op e rating wir e ; th e loop s e ction of th e snare wir e 
proj e cting from th e distal e nd of th e sheath, th e snare wir e expanding lik e a loop, 'and th e loop 
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s e ction e xpanding along on inn e r circumf e r e nc e of th e e ngagement proj e ction wh e n th e slider 
mov e s toward along th e guid e member; and th e loop se ction b e ing stored in th e sh e ath wh e n 
th e slid e r mov e s backward along th e guid e m e mb e r; and 

a distal-end bending portion provided at the distal end of the loop section, the 
bending portion e nding being bendable in a direction that intersects a plane formed by the 
loop section and conforming to a corner of th e b e nding portion of th e e ngagement proj e ction 
wh e n th e loop s e ction expands along th e inner circumf e r e nce of th e proj e ction . 

2. (Currently Amended) A medical instrument system using a diathermic 
snare and an endoscope in combination with each other, the endoscope including an inserting 
section which is insert e d into a body cavity and which has having a distal end and a proximal 
end, and a cylindrical cap section mounted on the distal end of the inserting section, the cap 
section having a distal end[[,]] and a proximal end and an e ngagem e nt proj e ction having a 
b e nding portion that b e nds inward at th e distal e nd of th e cap s e ction , 

wherein the cap section includes an engagement projection which is bendable 
inward at the distal end of the cap section; and 

wherein th e m e dical instrum e nt syst e m compris e s the diathermic snare 

comprises : 

a loop section which is connected to a distal end of an operating wire; which is 
insertable into an elongated flexible sheath having a distal end and a proximal en d; ahd'which 
is allowed to be looped, the loop section being looped while being projected from the distal ■ 
end of the sheath when the operation wire is pushed forward toward the distend of the v : ' 
sheath and being inserted into the sheath when the operation wire is pulled toward the 
proximal end of the sheath ; and 
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an operating wir e inserted into th e sheath so as to mov e forward and backward 
and having a distal e iid and a proximal e nd; 

a s nar e wir e coupl e d to the distal e nd of th e op e rating wir e and having a loop 
s e ction which e xpands like a loop; 

an op e rating s e ction coupl e d to the proximal e nd of th e sh e ath and including a 
guid e m e mber ext e nding in an axial dir e ction of th e sh e ath and a slider which mov e s forward 
and backward in th e , axial direction of the sheath along th e guide member and which is 
coupl e d to th e proxigial e nd of th e op ie rating wir e ; th e loop s e ction of the snar e wir e 
proj e cting from th e distal end of th e sh e ath, th e snar e wir e e xpanding lik e a loop, and the loop 
s e ction e xpanding alpng an inner circumf e r e nc e of the e ngag e m e nt proj e ction when th e slid e r 
mov e s toward along, fe e guid e m e mber; and th e loop s e ction being stor e d in th e sh e ath wh e n 
th e slid e r moves backward along th e guide m e mb e r; and 

a distal-end bending portion provided at the distal end of the loop section, the 
bending portion b e nding being bendable in a direction that intersects a plane formed by the 
loop section^ and conforming to a corner of [[the]] a bending portion of the engagement 
projection when the loop section expands along the inner circumference of the 2 projection. * 

3. (Original) The medical instrument system according to claim 2, wherein the 
cap section has a main body that is made of transparent materials. 

4. (Original) The medical instrument system according to claim 2, whereih -the 
engagement projection has a flange-shaped engagement projection that projects toward an 
inner surface of the cap section in proximity to a leading edge of the cap section. 
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5. (Original) The medical instrument system according to claim 2, wherein: 
the cap section has a fixing section at the proximal end thereof, the fixing 

section being fixed tg a distal end of the endoscope; and 

the medical instrument system further comprises a soft tube having an open 
distal end and an open proximal end, the soft tube being arranged alongside the inserting 
section of the endoscope when the fixing section is fixed to the distal end of the endoscope, 
and the open distal end communicating with an inside of the cap section. 

6. (Original) The medical instrument system according to claim 2, wherein the 
bending portion of the loop section bends at a bend angle which is almost perpendicular to the 
plane formed by the loop section. 

7. (Original) The medical instrument system according to claim; 2; wherein the 
bending portion of the loop section bends at an acute bend angle corresponding to an acute 
angle to the plane formed by the loop section. „ v \ v; : :■ 

8. (Original) The medical instrument system according to claim 2, wherein: 
the cap section has an inclined plane corresponding to a plane of the distal end 

of the cap section wljich is inclined to the axial direction of the sheath; and 

the binding portion of the loop section bends in the axial direction of the 
sheath. - ■ 

9. (Original) The medical instrument system according to claim 8; wherein the 
plane formed by the loop section has an inclination angle that is set such that the : plane is / . 
almost parallel to the inclined plane of the cap section. 

-5- 
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10. (Original) The medical instrument system according to claim 8, wherein: 
the inclined plane of the cap section inclines at an acute angle in the axial 

direction of the sheath; and 

the bending portion of the loop section bends at a bend angle that is equal to an 

inclination angle of the inclined plane. 

»» * , 

1 1 . (Original) The medical instrument system according to claim 2, wherein 
the loop section has a diameter that is equal to an inside diameter of the cap section. 

12. (Original) The medical instrument system according to claim 2, wherein 
the loop section rotates around an axis of the sheath. 

13. (Currently Amended) A method of assembling a medical instrument 
system using a diathermic snare and an endoscope in combination with each other, the method 
comprising: 

th e e ndoscop e including an e longat e d ins e rting s e ction which is ins e rted into a 
body cavity and which has a distal e nd and a proximal e nd, and a cylindrical cap section 
mount e d on th e distal e nd of th e ins e rting section, \ r * . 

the cap s e ction having a distal e nd, a proximal e nd, an e ngagem e nt proj e ction 
having a b e nding portion that b e nds inward at th e distal e nd of the cap s e ction, a fixing ; 
s e ction provid e d at th e proximal e nd of th e cap s e ction and fixed to a distal e nd of th e 
endoscop e , and a soft tub e having an open distal e nd and an op e n proximal e nd, th e soft tube 
b e ing arrang e d alongside th e ins e rting s e ction of th e endoscop e wh e n th e fixirig s e ction is 
fix e d to th e distal e nd of th e e ndoscop e , and th e op e n distal e nd commumotrting witli ah 1 inside 
of th e cap s e ction, 
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th e diathermic snar e including on e longat e d fl e xibl e sh e ath having a distal ond 
and a proximal e nd, an op e rating wir e ins e rt e d into th e sheath so as to mov e forward and 
backward and having a distal e nd and a proximal e nd, a snar e wir e coupled to th e distal e nd of 
th e op e rating wir e and having a loop s e ction which expands lik e a loop, an op e rating s e ction 
coupled to th e proximal e nd of th e sh e ath and including a guid e m e mb e r ext e nding in an axial 
dir e ction of th e sh e ath and a slid e r which mov e s forward and backward in th e axial dir e ction 

v • 

of th e sh e ath along the guid e m e mb e r and which i s coupl e d to th e proximal e nd of th e 
op e rating wir e , the loop s e ction of th e snar e wir e projecting from th e distal e nd of th e sh e ath, 
th e snar e wir e e xpanding lik e a loop, and th e loop s e ction e xpanding along an inner 
circumfer e nc e of th e- e ngagem e nt projection when th e slider mov e s toward along th e guid e 
memb e r, and th e loop s e ction b e ing stor e d in th e sh e ath wh e n th e slid e r moves backward 
along th e guid e m e mber, and a b e nding portion provid e d at the distal e nd of th e loop section, 
th e b e nding portion b e nding in a dir e ction that int e rs e cts a plan e form e d by th e loop s e ction 
and conforming to a gorn e r of th e b e nding portion of th e e ngag e m e nt projection When the 
loop s e ction e xpands^ along th e inn e r circumf e renc e of the proj e ction, and v ^ 1 

th e plan e form e d by th e loop s e ction inclining in th e axial dir e ction of th e : 
sh e ath and th e loop s e ction rotating around an axis of th e sheath, 

comprising: 

a diathermic snare inserting step of mounting [[the]] - a cvlindncal r cap section 
on a distal end of an inserting section of the endoscope, th e n ins e rting th e diathermic sh are 
into th e tub e , and projecting [[the]] a distal end of [[the]]] a sheath of the diattteMic snare 
forward from the cap section; : : ■ • - " K " 
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a loop section projecting step of projecting the loop section from the sheath 
while the distal end of the sheath is projected from the cap section; 

a loop section direction adjusting step of rotating the loop section around an 
axis of the sheath when necessary and adjusting a direction of the loop section; 

a retracting step of retracting the loop section into the cap section; 

a cap section pressing step of pressing a leading edge of the cap section against 

an object; and 

a loop section setting step of pushing the sheath to bring the loop section into 
intimat e tight contact with the engagement projection and expanding the loop section 
circularly along the engagement projection. 

14. Qfew) The diathermic snare according to claim 1 , wherein the distal-end 
bending portion is bendable at a substantially right angle with respect to the plane formed by 
the loop section. 

.' -i 

15. QJew) The diathermic snare according to claim 1 , wherein the distal-end 
bending portion is bendable at an acute angle with respect to the plane formed by the loop : : 
section. 

16. (New) A diathermic snare used in combination; with an endoscope, the 
endoscope including an inserting section which is inserted into a body cavity and which has a 
distal end and a proximal end, and a cylindrical cap section mounted on the distal end of the 
inserting section, the cap section having a distal end, a proximal end and an engagement 
projection having a bending portion that bends inward at the distal end of the cap section, 

wherein the diathermic snare comprises: 
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an elongated flexible sheath having a distal end and a proximal end; 

an operating wire inserted into the sheath so as to move forward and backward 
and having a distal end and a proximal end; 

a snare wire coupled to the distal end of the operating wire and having a loop 
section which expands like a loop; 

an operating section coupled to the proximal end of the sheath and including a 
guide member extending in an axial direction of the sheath and a slider which moves forward 
and backward in the axial direction of the sheath along the guide member and which is 
coupled to the proximal end of the operating wire; the loop section of the snare wire 
projecting from the distal end of the sheath, the snare wire expanding like a loop, and the loop 
section expanding along an inner circumference of the engagement projection when the slider 
moves toward along the guide member; and the loop section being stored in the sheath when 
the slider moves backward along the guide member; and 

a bending portion provided at the distal end of the loop section, the bending 
portion ending in a direction that intersects a plane formed by the loop section and 
conforming to a corner of the bending portion of the engagement projection when the loop ; 
section expands along the inner circumference of the projection; 

wherein the cap section has an inclined plane corresponding tb a plane of the 
distal end of the cap section which is inclined to the axial direction of the sheath and the 
bending portion of the loop section bends in the axial direction of the sheath; ; ' : 

17. (New) The medical instrument system according to claim 16, wherein the 
plane formed by the loop section has an inclination angle that is set such that the plane is 
almost parallel to the inclined plane of the cap section. 

....... j " < *"*;iv- " •• 
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1 8. (New) The medical instrument system according to claim 1 6, wherein: 
the inclined plane of the cap section inclines at an acute angle in the axial 

direction of the sheath; and 

the bending portion of the loop section bends at a bend angle that is equal to an 

inclination angle of the inclined plane. 
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